THE DEVELOPMENT OF CAPITALISM IK  TSARIST RUSSIA

281

Rebel Andijans in chains

fiscated. Resistance on the part of the Armenian population was put
down with armed force.

The peoples of Central Asia too were an object of ruthless.oppres-
sion and exploitation by Bussian tsarism in the 'nineties.

The increase in cotton cultivation was attended by the increased
exploitation of the Uzbeks. The Ferghana Valley (formerly the khanate
of Kokand) became the centre of cotton cultivation. Most of the cotton
was cultivated by the cJmrikers as the landless peasants were called.
They received land and cotton seed from the owners of the land, the
beys. The chambers worked as share-croppers, receiving only half of
thjB harvest. Still worse off were the karandas who received only one-
third or even one-fifth of the harvest* The chambers and Jcaranda*
were absolutely dependent on the buyers of cotton and on the beys,
the owners of the land. In the 'nineties state taxation here was in*
creased threefold.

Increased colonial oppression provoked an uprising in Andijan
in May, 1898. Preparation for it was carried on in all the large centres-
of Central Asia. The aim of the uprising was to overthrow the power
of the Russian colonizers. Afghan merchants secretly supplied the
insurgents with English arms. On the night of May 18,1898, an armed
detachment of 2,000 Uzbeks and Kirghiz attacked the Andijan gar-
rison in an attempt to seize AndijaDu The i&han (a Mussulman scholar) f
Mahommed Ali, led the uprising.